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The Convention on the Control and Marking of Articles of Precious Metals is an
international treaty between States on the cross border trade in precious metal
articles. It was signed in Vienna in November 1972 and entered into force in 1975.

The Members of the Convention

(in gold on the map) are Austria

(1975), Cyprus (2007), Czech Republic
(1994), Denmark* (1988), Finland
(1975), Hungary (2006), Ireland (1983),
Israel (2005), Latvia (2004), Lithuania
(2004), Netherlands (1999), Norway
(1983), Poland (2005), Portugal (1982),
Slovak Republic (2007), Sweden (1975),
Switzerland (1975) and the

United Kingdom (1976).

* including Greenland (since 2004)

The Convention is open to any State
being part of the United Nations and
having the arrangements for the
independent assay and marking of
articles of precious metals. The following
States are in the process of acceding

to the Convention (in silver on

the map): Slovenia and the Ukraine.

Other countries around the world
regularly follow the work of the
Convention such as Bahrain, Canada,
China, Croatia, France, India, Italy,
Spain, and the United Arab Emirates.

The Convention aims to facilitating trade in precious metal articles while at the same
time maintaining fair trade and consumer protection justified by the particular nature of
these articles. The Convention provides a common set of technical requirements for
the independent third party verification (hallmarking) and a Common Control Mark
indicating fineness. Each member country agrees to allow goods marked with this
mark to be imported without further testing and marking if such articles would normally
qualify for its domestic market.







